
A Speedy Sentence 
By P.J. Casebolt

    "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do 
evil" (Eccl. 8:11).Esther heeded the importance of the time factor, 
and delivered her people (Est. 4:14). Jerusalem did not heed "the 
time of thy visitation" (Lk. 19:44), and was destroyed. We need to 
learn the importance of time in dealing with things which can have 
eternal consequences (Col. 4:5). This principle is clearly 
demonstrated in the matter of discipline. 

Children  

In order for discipline to be effective in the home, regardless of the 
form that discipline may take, it must be timely. Parents keep 
threatening that they are going to do such and such to their children, 
but never get around to doing it, or wait so long that the action has 
no effect. Parents should not make rash threats they don't intend to 
keep in the first place. But once a course has been determined, 
follow through. It is not then a matter of arbitration, negotiating, or a 
democratic process in which the children can out-vote the parents. If 
the parents see that they are wrong, then back up, admit it, and 
apologize to the child. It is not easy to hurt the feelings of a child, 
but that child's life is going to be hurt when it faces college, the 
work force, or its place in the church if it has not been disciplined 
(trained). Teachers, elders, employers, and policemen cannot correct 
in a few days what parents have put off for years. 

Criminals  

Many crimes are committed by repeat offenders, and 
sometimes several crimes are perpetrated while the criminal is 
on probation for previous acts. Society keeps threatening to do 
something, and "because sentence against an evil work is not 
executed speedily" the criminal is encouraged to keep on 
breaking the law. It is not unusual for appeals or delays in the 
prosecution of convicted criminals to be drawn out over a 
period of twelve or fifteen years. Such procrastination can only 
convince others to pursue a life of crime. 

The Church  
"A man that is a heretic, after the first and second admonition 
reject" (Titus 3:10). All cases of church discipline may not fall 
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into this category, but all discipline must be timely in order to be effective. I've known elders and 
congregations to postpone disciplinary action for months, or years, or just drop it altogether. Some 
members will think any action is too sudden, no matter how long you wait. Patience is one thing, but 
when it gets into the realm of pampering, placating, and endless procrastination, it ceases to be patience. 

Time must be redeemed, and we cannot appear to bid Godspeed to rebellion, negligence, false doctrine or 
immorality. The soul of the offender is at stake, and without repentance, is already condemned whether 
the church takes action or not. The rest of the body needs to be encouraged for being faithful, and warned 
not to walk in the ways of the disorderly. The Bridegroom is on his way, and is 2,000 years closer now 
than when he left. 

Several years ago a congregation was having a problem with one elder, who was privately teaching false 
doctrine and undermining the membership. The other elders were aware of the situation, but decided to 
"contain" the problem because they might lose twenty or thirty members if they took any action. This 
gave the wolf time to divide and scatter the flock, and when he thought the time was ripe, tried to take 
over the congregation with his followers. Failing in this attempt, he took not twenty-five of the members 
with him, but about half of the nearly six-hundred which constituted the membership of that congregation. 
That division is still a hindrance to the Lord's cause in that community, alienating brethren and giving the 
world occasion to speak evil of the way of truth. 

Some "sentence against an evil work" must be invoked by the Lord, but whatever our duty is, we need to 
discharge it in a faithful and timely manner.  
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