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Refuse Fables And Vain Babblings 
Sean P. Cavender 

Last month we began to study some common myths about the church of 

Christ. The bride of Christ has always come under attack from unbelievers 

(Acts 24:5; 28:22). Many times it has been described as a cult, or a sect, 

that causes division. A great accusation came against the apostle Paul 

and the early Christians, that they were turning the world upside down 

(Acts 17:6).  

The apostle Paul warned people from believing lies and deceitful 

teachings (1 Timothy 4:1-7). “But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, 

and exercise thyself rather to godliness,” (1 Timothy 4:7). We must be 

perceptive. The Lord wants us to think soberly. Our goal should be to 

strive for godliness, refusing to accept the fables and myths of heretics.  

The church of Christ is “the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 

3:15). By the church the manifold wisdom of God is manifest (Ephesians 

3:10). The Lord’s church is not built upon fables and myths. The church of 

Christ is built upon the foundation of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:20).  

Do not accept the myths and lies that are exist. We will all be benefited if 

we do not accept those who are proud and create strife, seeking to 

disperse fables, rather than truth (1 Timothy 6:4,5). Shouldn’t we all seek 

the truth about the Lord’s church? Avoid profane babblings and myths (1 

Timothy 6:20).   

Our Lord and Savior gave His life to purchase the church (Acts 20:28). 

When we slander His bride, we slander Him.  

Training Unto Godliness 

“…but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.”            1 

Timothy 4:8 
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Is The Church Of Christ A 

Denomination? 
Many people recognize that Christianity is divided into several different 

denominations with their own set of beliefs on certain issues. As an 

example, most Baptists require baptism as an immersion. Catholics 

accept sprinkling. Which group is right? Which is wrong? When someone 

is introduced to the church of Christ, many believe it is a denomination, 

just like the rest of them. However, the Scriptures do not teach that the 

churches of Christ are a denomination. Let’s examine some of the 

characteristics of denominations and see if the church of Christ is a 

denomination.  

 

1. An earthly head? In the church of Christ, there is no other head, 

pope, nor president that leads the church. “…Christ is the head of the 

church…” (Ephesians 5:23). Christ is honored and recognized as the 

only leader of the church.  

2. An earthly headquarters? The headquarters of a denomination is 

where the head is located. Salt Lake City, Utah is the headquarters for 

the Mormons. Brooklyn, New York is the headquarters for the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Assembly of God headquarters is in 

Springfield, Missouri. Christ is in heaven at the right hand of God. 

That is the only headquarters that the churches of Christ have 

(Ephesians 6:9; Acts 2:30).  

3. A governing body? In the church of Christ you will not find a 

general assembly, synod, or conventions, where church members will 

vote on church matters. There is only Christ and His law, which does 

not change according to popular opinion (Galatians 6:2). 

4. A creed? There are no creed books that were written by men in the 

churches of Christ. The only creed is the word of God. Any man-

made creed will contain either too much, or too little in comparison 

of the Bible. And if a creed says only what the Bible says, then it is 

not needed. Let us speak only as the oracles of God (1 Peter 4:11).  

The church of Christ is different in organization, function, and operation 

than the denominations. We invite you to study this in greater detail.  
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“You Believe In Water 

Salvation…” 
One accusation that is often hurled towards members of the church of 

Christ is that they believe in “water salvation,” referring to immersion in 

water for the remission of sins. This poses some interesting questions in 

relation to the subject of baptism and salvation. What or whom saves – a 

gracious God or the act of being baptized in water?  

  

The Bible teaches that baptism saves. The act of being baptized in water 

is an essential act of faith that saves us from our sins. “Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 

sins…” (Acts 2:38).  

 

“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us…” (1 

Peter 3:21).  

 

“Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized…” (Acts 

10:47) 

 

The Scriptures make quite plain that immersion in water is an act that is 

necessary for salvation. However, the Bible does NOT teach that it is the 

water that saves us from our sins. “Buried with him in baptism, wherein 

also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who 

hath raised him from the dead” (Colossians 2:12). 

 

When we submit to Christ’s command to believe and be baptized (Mark 

16:16), we are not trusting in the water. We are not expecting the water 

to work like magic to save us. When a person believes in Christ, repents 

of their sins, and is baptized into Christ, they are trusting in God’s word! 

They are trusting that God will forgive us. They trust the very words of 

Christ, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved…” (Mark 16:16). 

Those who are baptized into Christ are baptized into His body, the 

church (1 Corinthians 12:13). The faith is in God’s grace and promise to 

save us from our sins when we obey Him.  
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A Final Word… 
It is our prayer that these articles are beneficial to you in some way. 

Perhaps you have heard some of these myths about the Lord’s church. 

We invite you to open your Bible, study, meditate, and pray on these 

matters. We also invite you to have a personal Bible study on these 

subjects. We would love to sit down with you and learn what the Bible 

teaches. If we are wrong, we will not be afraid to admit it and change our 

ways.  

 

 

 

“But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself 

rather unto godliness.” 

1 Timothy 4:7 

 

 

 

 

Bradley Church of Christ 
Assembly Times: 

Sunday Bible Study and Worship:  9 AM, 10 AM, & 5 PM 
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If you have any questions, or would like to study more, then 

please contact us, or visit one of our services! 

Sean P. Cavender, Evangelist & Editor 

spcavender@gmail.com 

 


