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Let Your Light Shine 

situation in light of what John writes in I John 2:15-16: “Do 
not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in Him. For all that is 
in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world.” 
The way the Father wants His children to live and the way 
the world lives are miles and miles apart – not one or two 
drinks! 

The Scriptures address the sin of drinking alcoholic bever-
ages in two ways – Specific Passages in both Testaments 
and Principles that help us avoid these sins. Let us notice a 
few verses that condemn the use of “alcohol” or “strong 
drink”. 

“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is 
intoxicated by it is not wise” (Prov 20:1) 

“Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions?.. 
Those who linger long at the wine, those who go in search 
of mixed wine. Do not look on the wine when it is red, when 
it sparkles in the cup, when it swirls around smoothly; At the 
last it bites like a serpent, and stings like a viper…”  (Prov 
23:29-35) 

“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are, adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murder, drunken-
ness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, 
just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  (Gal 5:19-
21) 

We need to make a few brief points here on some of the 
sins listed: Uncleanness – moral defilement of any sort; 
actions that are impure; The root word refers to the impurity 
which makes people unfit to come before God, the contami-
nation of life with the things that separate us from Him. 
Drunkenness – Seeking pleasure or relief in intoxication, 
leading to any number of other works of the flesh. Specifi-
cally condemned throughout God’s Word. Revelries –            
carousings without restraint and associated with drinking 
alcohol; partying that is outside boundaries and out of    

Social Drinking (I) 

S 
ocial drinking is a sin that has risen dramati-
cally among Christians over the past twenty 
years. I talked with a preacher last week who 
had participated in two lectureships this spring 

on the themes of “The Sins Among Us”. The advertise-
ment for one of these Bible Lectures stated it was dealing 
“Not with sins that may creep into the Church, but with 
sins that are already in the church.”. This preacher’s         
assigned topic in both series – Social Drinking. 

I do not think the title of this article needs a definition; But, 
when friends, relatives, business associates, groups of 
students, etc. get together at a restaurant, a bar, or a    
residence to socialize and consume alcohol; That is           
social drinking. The CEO of a Fortune 500 company         
stated in 2013, “Today, more business deals are finalized 
over a drink than in Board rooms or fancy offices.” Social 
drinking is more prevalent than ever with the number of 
participants increasing yearly, plus the per person amount 
of beer, wine, and hard alcohol consumed is rising. 

You probably noticed this article began with “Social drink-
ing is a sin…”. I make that statement without reservation 
based on Scripture. Before we get to the Biblical refer-
ences to strong drink, let us take a look at statements 
made by the world, and unfortunately, some Christians to 
justify drinking alcohol on a “social basis”. These are 
some comments I have heard (or heard of) made by          
people wishing to justify themselves in consuming               
alcohol: “Just show me one verse that says I can’t drink”; 
“The Bible never condemns social drinking”; “Three beers 
or two drinks is my limit, and I know it”; “There is no sin in 
drinking moderately”; “Having a couple of drinks with 
friends is just part of our society”; “It is rude not to drink 
with your business associates”; “The Bible only mentions 
drunkenness, nothing else”; and  “One little drink is not 
going to hurt anyone”. 

Do we all see the problem here? When statements like 
these are made by Christians to justify social drinking, our 
actions are not merely being influenced by the world, our 
behavior is being dictated by the world. That is a scary 
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 Continue to remember these people in your prayers: Coy & 
Shirley Sims, Cotton Crawford, Tim Cardwell, Betty Cravens, David 
Hartselle, Nell Kearley, Raymond & Geraldine Brooks, Belle Johnson, 
Jimmy & Faye Porter; Austin Lafferty, Paden Hornsby, Brandon Miner.                                               

 Continue to remember Joel Dixon after his radiation treatments that his     
hearing lose will be minimal.  

 Kenneth Long is in Hatley Nursing Home, Clanton, Rm. 606A.   

 Ancil Wallace, Lee’s dad, is continuing to take chemo treatments.  

 Garry Hanson continues to be battle heart and strength issues.  

 Maddie Brasher, cousin of Paige Hanner, is dealing with acute leukemia.   

 Kim White had successful ankle reconstruction surgery last week. She is        
having difficulty getting meds regulated for pain.  

 Sarah Holliday tore her ACL last week and is waiting for surgery to be          
scheduled.  

 Huey Hartselle had a stroke (TIA) last week.  

 Anita Oliver is to have surgery, Friday, June 5th @ Brookwood 

 Terry Cardwell is waiting for further tests to determine the cause of his back 
pain.  

 Remember the expecting mothers, Emily Hall, Emily Manning and Yvonne 
Miner.  

 Notes: 

THOSE IN NEED OF 

OUR PRAYERS .   

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING        
TO BEGIN OUR WORSHIP 

                 Psalm 130 & 131 

NEWS & NOTES :   

Services 

Sun. Worship 10:00am 

Sun. Bible Study 5:00pm 

Wed. Bible Study 7:00pm 

*Monthly Singing - 1st Wed. night of 

each month 

Preacher: 

John McPherson - (205) 520-8869 

Elders: 

Billy Holliday (205) 678-2490 

John McPherson (205) 520-8869 

Deacons: 

Nathan Brackeen - (205) 669-0828 

Danny Brooks-(205) 566-7679 

Joel Dixon—(205) 690-8306 

Phillip Lafferty - (205) 873-1762 

Rick Oliver - (205) 965-1350 

Loren Russell- (205) 434-0521 

Al Watkins - (205) 227-8481 

Service Groups 

Group 1 (Mae)- Notes          
Group 2 (Cindy)-  Visits       

Group 3 (Debbie) - Food 

Mon: Judges 1-5                       
Tue: Judges 6-10                      
Wed: Judges 11-15                       
Thur: Joshua 16-21                          

Fri: Ruth 

 Danny Brooks, the Johnson 
and Holliday families are out 
of town.  

 Jeopardy Review of the book 
of Joshua is tonight @ the 
McPhersons’ house.  

 We need volunteers to close 
the building to sign up on the 
list on the bulletin board. 

 Children’s Class today @ 
4:15 PM. 

control; wild parties producing shameful recklessness; excessive, boisterous festivi-
ties where alcohol is consumed, usually in excess. And such like – Not a catch-all 
phrase, but an inclusive one. All actions and thoughts similar to the above list are also 
works of the flesh.(Barclay, Willis, Tyndale, Lipscomb) 

There is one more verse that clears up all doubts about the sinfulness of Social Drink-
ing. “Therefore since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the 
same mind, for he who suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin; That he no longer 
should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 
For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles – when 
we walked in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and 
abominable idolatries.” (I Peter 4:1-3) 

Peter lists six sins that he says we as Christians, cannot participate in because we are 
governed by the will of God. Note that three of these evils – drunkenness, revelries, 
and drinking parties – are separate sins, but all involve drinking alcohol. Only one  
involves being drunk on a regular basis, but all are sinful according to this verse.       

Social Drinking II will cover Biblical principles governing the subject; Biblical and real 
life ramifications and consequences of alcohol; and alcohol/drinking statistics.  

~ Danny R Johnson 

The Dowlen Road congregation in 
Beaumont, TX has two excellent 
presentations on Drinking &        
Alcohol  that complement this            
article by Danny Johnson. They 
can be listened to from their        
website under the tabs—
“Features—By the Book”  
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