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Let Your Light Shine 

honorable, our reputation will be excellent, and God 
will be glorified. While three specific sins pertaining to 
the drinking of alcohol were noted in Gal 5:21 above, 
the principle found in this verse is to abstain from  
theses sins in the first place. 

These five passages combined make an overwhelming 
argument that the consumption of alcoholic            
beverages to any extent is wrong. When the          
Scriptures use terms like “Abstain from; Flee; Keep 
oneself unspotted; Works of the flesh; Every form of 
evil; and Fleshly lusts which war against the soul”; 
what other conclusion can any child of God reach? 

Another principle found in these five passages is the 
simple fact that God’s people are different from the 
world and they are commanded to live a different 
lifestyle. We are to “Walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called,” (Eph 4:1) 
Christians are to live on a higher plain or higher 
ground than the world lives, and that means not        

participating in the partying and social 
drinking that is so prevalent in our       
society and that we see all around us. 

But even the world has started to         
recognize some things concerning social 
drinking. If you have seen any recent 
ads or warnings on the problems of 
drinking and driving, you have noticed 
an important change in terminology. 

Many of these warnings now use the term Impaired 
Driving instead of Drunk Driving, indicating that the 
world understands a person does not have to be      
sloppy drunk from drinking to have his judgment,  
reflexes, and mental capacity decreased significantly. 
Also, the term that law enforcement  officials use for 
citations of drinking while driving on the highways has 
changed. For many years a person was cited for DWI 
(driving while intoxicated) but now that same ticket is 
given for DUI (driving under the influence). Again, the 
world has recognized that social drinking impairs  

Social Drinking (II) 

T 
he Scriptures address the sin of social 
drinking in two ways: Specific Passages 
in both Old and New Testaments; and 
Governing Principles that would con-
demn this practice. Last week we 

looked at verses dealing with social drinking, so we 
now turn our attention to Biblical principles that 
address this important and timely subject. 

Bible principles that teach social drinking 
should not be practiced at all by Christians: 

James 1:27. “Keep oneself unspotted from the 
world.” James says this is the definition of pure and 
undefiled religion; and the drinking of alcohol will 
make us a part of this world, not unspotted from it. 

I Thess 5:22. “Abstain from every form of evil.” 
God’s word teaches us to keep completely away 
from every form of evil, and can any-
one truly say alcohol consumption is 
not a form of evil? 

II Tim 2:22. “Flee also youthful lusts/
passions.” Paul tells the young evange-
list Timothy to run from the normal 
passions or lusts of youth and pursue 
faith, righteousness, love, etc. We 
surely know that social drinking is a 
prominent youthful passion. 

Gal 5:19-21. “Now the works of the flesh are         
evident, which are: … drunkenness, revelries, and 
the like … those who practice such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.” Participating in any 
activity related to drinking, such as partying and    
socializing where alcohol is involved, will keep us 
out of God’s eternal kingdom. 

I Peter 2:11. “Abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul.” Peter goes on to say that as we 
avoid the works of the flesh, our conduct will be 
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 Continue to remember these people in your prayers: Coy & 
Shirley Sims, Cotton Crawford, Tim Cardwell, Betty Cravens, David 
Hartselle, Nell Kearley, Raymond & Geraldine Brooks, Belle Johnson, 
Jimmy & Faye Porter; Austin Lafferty, Paden Hornsby, Brandon Miner.                                               

 Continue to remember Joel Dixon that his hearing loss will be minimal.  

 Kenneth Long is in Hatley Nursing Home, Clanton, Rm. 606A.   

 Ancil Wallace, Lee’s dad, continues to take chemo treatments.  

 Maddie Brasher, cousin of Paige Hanner, is dealing with acute leukemia.   

 Kim White is recovering from ankle reconstruction surgery. 

 Sarah Holliday had surgery last week for a torn ACL and meniscus.  

 Huey Hartselle has been moved to a rehab center.   

 Anita Oliver was able to come home after her surgery last Friday. 

 Terry Cardwell is to have back surgery on June 16 @ St. Vincent’s Hospital.  

 Wade White is waiting to be scheduled for a liver and gall bladder scan. 

 Remember the expecting mothers, Emily Hall, Emily Manning and Yvonne 
Miner.  

 Georgie Grantham was in the hospital last week but is now home. She is       
suffering from gastritis.  

 Sympathy: William Dumas’ mother, Sallie Mae Dumas, passed away last 
week. Her funeral is scheduled for June 13th, 11 AM @ Perfecting Reconcilia-
tion Church in Bessemer.  

THOSE IN NEED OF 

OUR PRAYERS .   

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING        
TO BEGIN OUR WORSHIP 

                     Luke 2:1-20 

NEWS & NOTES :   

Services 

Sun. Worship 10:00am 

Sun. Bible Study 5:00pm 

Wed. Bible Study 7:00pm 

*Monthly Singing - 1st Wed. night of 

each month 

Preacher: 

John McPherson - (205) 520-8869 

Elders: 

Billy Holliday (205) 678-2490 

John McPherson (205) 520-8869 

Deacons: 

Nathan Brackeen - (205) 669-0828 

Danny Brooks-(205) 566-7679 

Joel Dixon—(205) 690-8306 

Phillip Lafferty - (205) 873-1762 

Rick Oliver - (205) 965-1350 

Loren Russell- (205) 434-0521 

Al Watkins - (205) 227-8481 

Service Groups 

Group 1 (Mae)- Food          
Group 2 (Cindy)-  Notes       

Group 3 (Debbie) - Visits 

Mon: Judges 1-5                       
Tue: Judges 6-10                      
Wed: Judges 11-15                       
Thur: Joshua 16-21                          

Fri: Ruth 

 We need volunteers to close 
the building. The sign up list is 
on the bulletin board. 

 A new reports from Joel         
Williams and Abelardo  
Montanez are posted on the 
bulletin board. 

people long before they reach the state of drunkenness.   

I suppose any discussion on the drinking of alcoholic beverages would not be 
complete if all the ramifications and consequences of this evil were not at 
least mentioned. All of us know of these and have probably seen first-hand 
what alcohol can do to people, to families, and to society. Alcohol often leads 
to: heart disease, hypertension, liver disease, family arguments, divorce,       
poverty, child abandonment, loss of businesses, loss of respect in community, 
loss of friends, lss of family, highway injuries and death, imprisonment, crimes 
such as robbery, assault, and murder; increased cost to taxpayers in health 
care, prisons, judicial system, etc. The point that alcohol consumption to any 
extent, can only lead to bad things and bad situations, is obvious. 

Unquestionably the revealed and inspired Word of God condemns social 
drinking as a sin and Christians are not to participate. Let us make sure we 
avoid this wrong, warn our children and grandchildren about the 
evils of alcohol, and not attempt to defend social drinking at all. 

~ Danny R Johnson  

The Dowlen Road congregation in 
Beaumont, TX has two excellent 
presentations on Drinking &        
Alcohol that complement these            
good articles by Danny Johnson. 
They can be listened to from their        
website under the tabs—
“Features — By the Book”  

 Dowlenroad.com 


