
Beating Around the Bush
By Dan Richardson

 A study of Moses' life is fascinating and beneficial, not 
only by considering his faith, but also by noting his shortcomings. 
When God appeared to Moses in the burning bush and 
commissioned him to go to Egypt and lead the Israelites to 
freedom, Moses began to offer up several excuses recorded in 
Exodus 3-4. These excuses, and God's response, teach valuable 
lessons for we today who would be tempted to justify ourselves 
like Moses tried to do. See if any of these sound familiar. 

LET SOMEONE ELSE DO IT. When God instructs Moses of his 
duty, Moses responds first by asking, "Who am I?" (Exod. 3:11). 
In effect, Moses was telling God to let someone else take his 
place. To answer Moses' question, he was the individual to whom 
God was giving instruction! As we study God's word we need to 
view His instruction personally, understanding that I have a 
personal duty before God which cannot be passed off to someone 
else. Pure and undefiled religion involves my personal attention 
and faithfulness (James 1:27; 2:14; Gal. 6:10). Many in God's 
kingdom have been guilty of using this excuse. It didn't impress 
God when Moses used it. Neither will it when we use it today. 

I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY. Moses second excuse to God 
was, "What shall I say unto them?" (Exod. 3:13-22). In this 
passage several points are made by God to answer his question. 
First, Moses was to speak a message of God's authority (vs. 14, 
18). He was to speak to God's people, as well as to their enemies 
(Pharaoh) the commandments of God. All that we say and do 
today must be by the authority of Christ (Matt. 28:18; Col. 3:17). 
Second, Moses was to speak a message of God's deliverance - 
salvation (vs. 16-17): "I have surely visited you, and seen that 
which is done to you in Egypt; and I have said, I will bring you out 
of the affliction". Our message to sinful man is one of salvation. 
Today, God will bring man out of the affliction of sin, to which he 
is in bondage (Rom. 7:24; John 8:32; Mk. 16:16). Third, Moses 
was to speak a message of duty (vs. 18): "And they shall hearken 
to thy voice..." His message demanded a response; those who 
heard had a duty to obey. Christians have a duty to steadfastly 
labor in God's kingdom (John 9:4; 1 Cor. 15:58). The sinner has a 
duty to obey the gospel of Christ (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). Fourth, 
Moses was to speak a message of judgment (vs. 19-20): "And I 
will put forth my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders 
which I will do in the midst thereof..." When Paul preached Christ 
to Felix and Drusilla, he reasoned with them concerning "...the 
judgment to come" (Acts 24:25). Today, we must warn of God's 
judgment and the eternal consequences to those unprepared (2 Cor. 
5:10; Matt. 25:46). Fifth, Moses was to speak a message of victory 
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(21-22): "And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians ... and ye shall despoil the Egyptians." 
Because Jesus was victorious over Satan by His resurrection from the dead, He has given us assurance of this 
same victory (Acts 17:31). Our message to the world is one of victory, as we "show forth the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light" (1 Pet. 2:9). The next time you want to use the 
excuse, "I don't know what to say," think of Moses. 

IT WON'T DO ANY GOOD. Moses said, "they will not believe me, nor hearken to my voice" (4:1-9). Moses' 
problem in pre-judging how others would respond was in the fact that he left God out of the equation. God 
showed him that His great power would be with him in the miracles he would perform. Today, many are 
similarly guilty of pre-judging that people will not believe - they are either "too old" or "too young"; "too 
educated" or "not educated enough"; "too busy" or "too lazy"; etc. We must remember, though we cannot work 
miracles (1 Cor. 13:8), we have God's power unto salvation in the gospel we preach and teach (Rom. 1:16). To 
use this excuse is actually a reflection on God. It says that He cannot accomplish with His word what He has 
purposed. Remember, God's word does not return to Him void (Isa. 55:10-11). 
  
I CAN'T. "I am not eloquent ... I am slow of speech..." (4:10-17). Moses was looking at this all wrong. 
Accomplishing God's purposes in his life didn't depend on his own strength and abilities, but on God working 
in him. The unbelief of the ten spies Moses would later send into Canaan illustrates this same problem (Num. 
13:25-33). If they had remembered God was with them, like Joshua and Caleb did, it would not have mattered 
how big the giants were - God is bigger! Paul understood that whatever good accomplished by his service in 
God's kingdom was not of himself, but by God being with him: "I planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase" (1 Cor. 3:6). God continues to work through those who trustingly surrender to serve God (Phil. 
2:12-13; 1 Thess. 2:13).  

 The fact that we have limitations, even handicaps, does not mean that God cannot use us. Though 
Moses had a problem speaking, God gave him his brother 
Aaron to speak for him. How many today use this excuse 
because they focus on their weaknesses instead of their 
strengths. Can't speak? Then give someone a Bible tract or a 
copy of last Sunday's sermon. Can't go? Then mail someone a 
tract, cd, Bible correspondence course, or give someone a 
word of encouragement on the telephone. There is work that 
we all can do. 

 In conclusion, remember how Jesus condemned the 
use of excuses to justify oneself in not doing God's will (Luke 
14:15-23). They won't carry any weight on judgment day 
either (Matt. 7:21-23; 25:44-45). May we have ears to hear. 
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